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Part 1 - Ice Breaker
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How did you spend Halloween?

Part 2 - Sermon Review
1. What is slavery to sin?
2. How does sin control:

1. Our Thoughts

2. Our Attitudes

AVENGERS

My 4 &,
4. Our Self-Image : .

3. Our Government

5. Our Money
3. Read John 8:31. How does a genuine disciple treat the word of Christ?

4. Read John 8:41-44. What does it mean to say, “The Bible is the only source of truth?” Is
truth found in other books? Are pieces of truth found in other religions?

5. Read John 8:37+47. Why will some never recognize Jesus’ true identity? How does this
change the way we share the Gospel?

6. Read John 8:35-36. Put these verses in your own words.

7. Read Romans 7:22-25; 8:2; 1 Corinthians 10:13. What does it mean to say, “l finally have
the power not to sin”?

8. Read Romans 8:4-6; Romans 13:14; Galatians 6:8; James 1:14. While the power of sin is
broken, the allure of sin remains. How do we overcome the allure of sin’s attraction?



Part 3 - Digging Deeper - The Greatest Superhero

Read John 8:48-59. Their super hero was Abraham, the father of their faith. Jesus claimed to
be the ultimate super hero that trumps all others, including Abraham. That was more than they
could imagine. According to John 8:53, what were Jesus’ credentials for claiming the status of
the Ultimate Super Hero? What does it mean to have Jesus as our ultimate super hero?

Read Your Bible on Your Computer, Tablet or Phone

Below are screen shots of Logos (www.logos.com), my favorite Bible program. If you don’t use
a computer Bible to help in your daily study, | encourage you to try. Logos works on iOS,
Android, PC and Mac. The programs are free. You only pay for the books.
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Marks of the True Christian

9 et love be genuine. YAbhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 19 “Love one
another with brotherly affection. *Outdo one another in showing honor. 1! Do not
be slothful in zeal, *be fervent in spirit,” Yserve the Lord. 12 ZRejoice in hope, 2be
patient in tribulation, ®be constant in prayer. 13 ¢Contribute to the needs of the
saints and ?seek to show hospitality.

14 eBless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 'Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 9Live in harmony with one
another. "Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.8 ‘Never be wise in your
own sight. 17/Repay no one evil for evil, but “give thought to do what is honorable
in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, llive peaceably with
all. 1 Beloved, ™never avenge yourselves, but leave it? to the wrath of God, for it
is written, "Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, °if
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by

but overcome evil with good.

Submission to the Authorities

13 Let every person Pbe subject to the governing authorities. For 9there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.

2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and
those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,

j0od, and you ‘will receive his approval, 4 for she is God's servant for your good.

but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is =|

s0 doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, |
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Jesus’ word means to continue believing what Jesus has said and walking in obedience to him
(see note on 15:4; also 6:56; 1 John 2:6, 28; 3:6). This verse shows that continuing to trust
Jesus and obey him is one test of who are truly my disciples.

8:32 This verse is frequently quoted out of context, but the connection with v. 31 shows that
Jesus is only talking about one way to know the truth, and that is by continuing to believe and
obey his word. set you free. From the guilt and enslaving power of sinful patterns of conduct
(see note on v. 34).

8:34 A slave to sin (see also notes on Rom. 6:16 and 1 Cor. 7:21) means unable to escape
from sinful patterns of conduct without the help of Jesus to set a person free (see John 8:36).

8:36 Sets you free from both the guilt and the life-controlling power of sin (and probably also
from the accompanying influence of demonic activity, as Jesus mentions in v. 44).

8:37 my word finds no place in you. It was not the persuasiveness or power of Jesus’ words
that determined how people responded to him, but the spiritual condition of their own hearts.

8:39-58 our father. See note on 3:3-6.

8:39-40 Jesus had just agreed that they were physically descended from Abraham (v. 37), but
now he denies that they are truly Abraham'’s children, for their behavior contradicts their claim.
This implies that Abraham’s true children are only those who believe in Jesus (cf. Rom.
2:28-29; 9:6-8). What Abraham did most prominently was believe God (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3;
Gal. 3:6; James 2:23). Similarly, the Jews who are speaking here should believe in Jesus, for
he comes from God and is speaking the very words of God.

8:42-44 Their response to Jesus shows they are not truly God's children, but children of the
Devil. The clear implication is that not all religious people are children of God—not even Jewish
people who reject Jesus—but only those who believe in Jesus as the Messiah

8:43 not understand. Throughout this Gospel many people misunderstand Jesus and his
teaching. Here he gives the reason: it is because you cannot bear (o, “you are not able,” Gk.
dynamai) to hear my word, where *hear” should be taken in the sense of “hear and receive,” or
“hear and accept.”

8:44 The Devil was a murderer from the beginning: that is, the Devil incited Cain to kill Abel
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